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A �1Jla4-J,. .ite�· iri. 'the January �'F.L.S • . ·News." is very-.rel�van-t.:·It states4··"It is fascinating 
to np'te that two. co;rimittee members, both scanning the same d.ally.·newspaper,--·came up.rlth· 
a totally difr�rent. set of cut�i�$s,·which only goes· to show tha� the more.people involved 
in the cuttings s c}leme the bett�r C'ur coverage wi-ll- be. 11 

Only a few readers have been· sending "folkloric and Fortean" C'uttings (special. horio'l.li's 
to Andy Roberts, S. Gray-Thompson, Bob Skinner and the Bards) ,  but we need a good network 
and particular� local newspapers' coverage. Specialist journale� also have their own 
mythologies: the railway Press being particularly rich in dubi��� platform end rumour. 

Yet it is still the da·i·ly -t-abloids.- where ·the ··action is.· Whether it is just a plethora 
of offbeat news or many well-connected avaricious j_9urnalists in the vicinity, but what I 
have dubbed the Rotherham Triangle seems to-: have-· an·· unusual percentage of strange. news 
stories. This area is �asically bounded by ?heffield, Do�caster, and Barnsley. Is the 
�cargill factor at wo�k? Is it a u .. b .• t. equivalent of UFO flap areas?· 

Last issue I pilloried Peter'Tory as the arch-foafrepea.ted journalist. I even sent him 
a copy of the last· issue. I don't think he1s mentioned us. No plug. Too close-for-comfort? 
However, his column of April 2i has a morsel of int�rest. He reveals that he .regards as a 
•npro.ud town" Sheffield and that he hails from there. He just _had to co.me from . the- Rotherham 

-Trianglet I �et he's actually from Rotherham itsel�. 
' ** Now for. the apologies and hopes" Firstly · it 1 s been longer than_ I had expe'cted between 
issues 1_ and 2. Also I ha·d hoped to ha·ve more folkloric materi&l in ·and less· reviews. But 
the re ·are several very interesting books for review for next ,issue. Also ·my aim is to have 
N.o.· 5 onwards professionally printed. Most likely it will be A5 size booklet forJl. For 
those of you acquainted with magazines , most 1-i.kely we will ·look like a "Fortean T;i.mes" 
format squeezed into a "Magonia" format. I want to have plenty of topical c9lumns as well 
as articles and a.review section. The reviews will become subsidiary with more words they 
will pe just as long, but ha\e less prominence. I am looking to August at the latest for 
No. 5 publication. 

I am particularly looking for articles on genera� u. b.t subjects. Also round�ups of sub­
jects readers are Donvarsant with where rumour is regular. Feedback le�ters, too� 

.,. HEADERS·, 
. 

LETTERS. 
* * * * * * * * � � 

From Paul Smith, of Burtori-_on-rrrent: Re page 4 of FF1.: "The Priory of S ion" does not 'fit 
into the conspiracy theories, if by that you really mean "revolutionary move.ments manip­
ulated! by ancient occult groups" l It would be much betie r unde:!:' the caregory of hoaxes, 
since "The Priory of S ion:• is nothing more than a Plantard confidence trick dating from 
1.956 (Rennes-le-Chateau 11 c.onnection11 fabricated 1962)'" Henry Lincoln has lost more argu ment; 
than sold copies 'of 11The Holy Blood and the Holy G�ail."� Plantard. _is ohsoletein France, 
where only Louis Vazart takes him' seriously. Gerard de s·ei;e gave up on him since publicat­
ion og the Lincoln book. • • .  ·• . •  Your "Web of ·suspicion" article was excellent and the 
Andy Roberts piece wa,s intriguing. Keep up the good work on the reviews ·t" 
From .Andy Roberts, of Brighouse: "After the recent screening of the TV series, '1 Operation 
�ulie' a discussion was held on the meritn of the programme on a Channel 4 TV review slot, 



2. the names of'·which escapes me, but it is chaired' by Gus Mar�onald. The_ producer of 
• n atiou �ulie' wh�n Questioned about the horrors of drugs� trotted out the story 
0f·P 1;b:e sa1lor on 13. sh1p :rn Portsmouth who after. taking some :&:3D thought his arms were· ·so 
long that ·they could stretc�. out of the ship's porthole on around the harbour and he .·got , 
�he horrors and chopped �n arm off. When told by both the presenter and guest that the 
story was untrue and a -typical drug rumour he blus tered and said it was tola to him as 
true and he woul..d prove it by getting t6'� do·cumentation.:R.ounds like Mr Tickle from the 
Mr Men to me." (ED: Why the hysteria over this case? I sent magazines to David Solomon · 
in jail 8Z � ;·"'.J� �-'·"'·' . . (" . �. ··!+,Without condoning what OCCurred, might it ·n.ot .be m·ore sensible

. 

to see the defendants as idealistic hippies?). · 
· 

· 
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THE WORLD CAPITAL OF HITCH-HIKING STORIES 
��-----------·---------

by· Jake Williams 

Where is the worst place to hitch--hike? Before you answer "The top of Mount Everest" or 
11Bikin Atoll11, I'll narrow it down. a bit --- the wors:t .place on a main road with plenty of' 
traffic, near a town, in a country where there are no wars gqing on • • • • •  

My nomination for the title is the town of Wawa, Ontario� Canada. It's right on the Trans- � 

Canada Highway, where the forests and hills of Ontario (what school geography books call tje 
iiCanadian Shield") start to five way to the Great Plains. The highway goes straight eost and 
west for hundreds of miles- .But at Wawa, for some reason it splits and for the next fe� h�­
dred miles there are two trans-Canade highways, paprallel and .quite fnr apart. The problem is: 

Cl-- . 
east of Wawa there is plenty of· medium distance traffic, lorries goin� to the .mining .towns 
and forest;yy.' But west of Waw:n the traffic is either very local ( jus .t going a few nii�es up 
the road to a farm), on else extremely long distance. ·And anybody who is driving coast-to­
coast and who is willing to pick up hitch-hikers has already driven through all the small 
toWns where they have picked up as many people as till �ar will ho�d. Or as many people as they 
want to carry, anyway. So if you get dropped a� the Wawa junction, you may be there for quite 
a. while, Or you can take a ·lift ten or . 20 miles out into the prairie·, which is as. bad or worse. 

In �975, my wife and� were running the Spray River Youth Hostel,7in the Rocky Mo�tains, 
only a few mLles off the highwnyo We sto.rted to hetir stories from people who had stood hitch­
i:J.g at Wawa for a day. Ot two days. 0� three days. And they tolfl. stories of people who had had 
euen more di'ffiouly getting a lift o o • o • • There was the man who waited day after day. ·Once o� 
twice a day ·he would go into the cafe in the town. This went on for a few weeks, until he 

. 

marri.�.dl � wo�an who was working as o. wai tresso He gave up on wherever he was trying to hitch 
to, AND HE STILL LIVES THERE4 At the time I wo.sn't really thinking_ of these stories as a 
p��nomenon. More or less; I took them at face value, maybe with a pich of salt, but hearing the 
same story repeated, seemed to me to be confirmation that it was probably "true". But now I wo­
nder. Was the hitch-hiking romeo of Wawa just another story? I have done .my share towards per­
petuating it -- as fap as l can remember I nainly told it as a warning to people who stayed at 
the hostel and who were ·hitching eastwards� If they retold it they may �ave ad�e� a bit of 
authentic{ ty • • • •  

11 the couple who ru.."l the youth hostel told me this • • • •  n 

Here's another Wawa story • • • • .  scmebody was hitching there in bad weather. They got scrap wood 
from the town dump -or packing cgses from the farm machinery C.ealer and built a hut beside. the 
road, so that they h&d shelter, but coUld emerge to hitch whenever a car came by� Later, I met 
somebody who claimed· to be the original of this story • • • •  �he had built some sort of sentry-box 
beside the road there. 

Once-we drove through Wawa ourselves, and, knowing that we had a moral du� tp pick up 
anybody hQtc�ing there; ·we carefully rearranGed our stuff so t�at, with some. contortion, 
somebody·· could. squeeze in and lie-·c�l top ·of tge gear in the back of the es.tate-car. The man 
we picked! up had ·only been s.tand./-. ·�ere_ for a few 'hours, but .in tge next teri mlles ·aut nf 
town there were doXen3 ·of strag� walking or 1tanding or sitting, and- hitching, and hitch-
ing limply. ,So that much is es.ta1 td as fact-:1 the plac.e does. exist, and _there are an 
enormous; number of hitch-hikers tner�' -. -- . --. · 

I wrote a reply to somebody who was advertising in the American folksong magazine ".Singouttt" 
They were researching hitch-hiking stories, o.nd, intending I think, to write a book on the 
subject. I wrote qui�· e a  long letter with the Wawa stories and some of my own adventures. 
Ever since then I've been waiting for a signed copy of the book with t.henks for the information. 



. 3. 
I've long since lost the name and address of the .advert'-is-er. Does an:,t [?odjr_h,ave _a_cc:es·s 
to back copies; of the'· magazine? The· ad was in Sinout ·betw�en Octobe� 1.975 and March �976. 

I f  anybMy can give me the address, ·I"'ll write and ask how· the _book is eomi.ng on�- I 
-wonder m:r 1:h·is: was. the very first- !I academic" inter:-est _in this brarich of �olko:re?· . . 

Now ·that I' m
. thinktng about it-, it strikes me that I ·h�v.-e never heard anyr s.tories 

of phantom hitch-hi�ers. I wonder· if hitch-hiking sto�_ies natura1ly divide into two 
types: stories qf dr�versi experiences (including phantoms) which wwould be mainly 
:t;'egounted"by drivers to other drivers • .

. And tales of hitch-hikers1 experiences (unlikely 
tq include.pl,lantoms, unless:.··._:,._· -: ._,'litch-hikers in· the car at the same time, 
one._ pha�tom · a�d on� n flesh ana "u..�...ocd·:) � li::..tch-hikers would be .. more likely to identify 
w�th the Wawa group'. of stories, about the exploits of ot�er hitch-hikers, and to recount 
them

. 
to ot�e�s they met a� roadsides or in hostels. I think the�e must.be ano�her comp­

lete set of Wawa stories·, whi�\:1 wouJ.ct reflect the experiences of driv.ers there;·And tl:lere 
must berdifferent tales c1rculating among the inhabitants of the town itself. Would the 
waitress who married the hitch-hiker please come forward and tell yo� story? 

· 

: ·-- Jake Wi].liams , _ �ogan'cloch, by. Rhynie, Aberdeenshire_. 

GUINNESS IS GOOD FOR IT 

By Tony "Doe" S'Hiels 

This _is my ninth attempt;. in three days, to wrice a short piece about the extraordinary 
powers ·'attributed · to Guinness stou:'.Xe I have been repeatedly forced to seek inspiration 
and to ·conduct in-depth research at my local pub, Paddy Maguire's, which serves the best 
pint of draught black stuff for miles around. Th�s morning • • •  one of those morni�gs-after­
t�e-night-before.�. I've chained myself to the typewriter, determined to �0mple�e this 
task before opening timeu 

It's a 'Well-known fact" that Arthur's extra �pecial stout and porter has amazing 
apocryphallic aphrodisiac . properties. Guinnoss "puts lead in your pencil", which may �­

account f0r.much of the randy, triple-X certificate, g�Effiti scribbled on pub .lavatory 
walls, from Arclf'ert to Antrim and beyond, s-uggesting that the ubiquitous Irish· ".hard man'' 
never suffers the curse of "brewer's droop." Large families are the norm in Ireland , pro� 
ving, if proof be needea, the virility and fertility-enhancing qualities of the national 
drink. A. pint of Irish Guinness is often cal�ed "the blonde in the-long black skirt", a 
term- whi:ch can confuse innocent 5trangers. when they reoeive the whispered information 
that, for example, "Old Dinny's in love with that blonde in the blac� skirt", delivered 
with a nudge and a wink. "Old Dinny11, himself, is more than likely to �ompound the con­
fusion by raising his jar, s�iling lewdly, and announcing with pride, "I'm afterihaving 
h�r sim: times already this morning.11 Thus, from sunch small beginnings, are great legends 
born. Tt's certainly true that many _an Irish mother, pregnant again for the umpteenth time 
has blamed her· condition on the potent black br.e�, and many a sweet- child has· -been-
" conceived in a state of insobreitye11 · · 

The very name "extra stout" suggests something solid, bold and proudly upstanding. 
"Guinness is Good for You11 and "Guinn0ss for Strength " are famous advertising phrases, 
combined with images of happy he-men earrying girders or g�nnd-piahos on their heads. 
TWo years ago a Guines s calendar presented the unfortuana te 11 Guinnli\ss" as wimpish ·-lo_sers 
who never made it with the opposite sex� 

We are told that Guinness enriches the blood .�nd that is a very important element in 
rising to a sexual occasion. In teres tingly, frc:1 3 ·Fortean point o.f view, the ·main · 
bottlers and exporters of Guinness, _in the early years ·of this oantury, were B�go�_,._Wolfe 
& Co.; of Liverpool. That gives the_ stuff a lycanthropic quality, with a touch of animal 
lust. In Malaysiam Guinness is actually sold as "Wolf St::;ut." There,.s a fi:tnt of Count 
Dracula, too, in Irish tales of corpses being revived at wakes, sitting upCln their 

·•coffins. ·when·a drop of stout is spilt on their lips. Bram Stoker was, of cour�e, a 
Dublinert 

· · .li · .  



4-. 
ThP- hot-red-blooded, stqut-hearted, sexual'athlete is a l�ading chanacter in many 

urban belief tales, and· Guinness continues to encourag� this stimulating foaflore. Some 
years ago; Guiness Overseas Ltd., produced a cinema cartoon commercial featuring a man 
and a pretty girl, shipwrecked on a desert .i�land. He shows no interest in anything · until 
a bottle· .of Guinness floats into view. The m.an drinks the Guinness and is suddenly poss­
essed of super strne;th: and vi,tility. He builds a hut, drags the girl inside,· and they· stay 
there·"at it" for days. Evenj;ualllt a ship arrives to rescue the couple,"but . our stout 
fellow refuses to leave the islnnd and asks. for a crate of Guiness instead ·of a lift home. 
Finally, we see him going bnck inside the hut, with his girl and his Guinness, where they 
will, we assume, enjoy a simple life of booze and sex • • • • •  until the last bottle is empty. 
This kind of thing relates to bar-room tales of an anaemic old man, lying in a hosp1tal 
bed ready to give up the ghost • • • .  until, at lnst, someone has. the bright idea of offering 
him a glass of Guinness. The next thing you know is that every nurse on the ward is being 
s�xually harras.ssP.d by a horny geriatric. There ar� many variations on the theme: Guinness 
helping a centenarian to father children (in some versions, his white hair turna black 
and he grows a brand-new set of teeth) ; Guinness given to a shy young couple on their 
wedding night (nine months later, to the da)", the girl has triplets • • • •  one of which is 
sometimes said to be black, because of the stout) ; Guinness being mixed into the feed of 
bulls, stallions and all manner of stud males to improve their performance; Guinness being 
used as a "special" lotion and lubricant; etc,etc. "Get a few pints down each day'', they 
say, "and you'll keep it up all night." In NigPria, where it has been brewed since 1.965, 
they claim that Guinn�ss gives you "satisfaction and happiness''; and all over Africa, the 
main: advertising line is 11Guinness for Power". Another loaded slogan is "Guinness keeps 
you.. on top." 

All of this sounds excessively macho, but Guinness is good for females, too. In Ireland , 
a growing number of women drink Guinness by the pint. A re�ent Irish poster shows the 
creamy head of a Guinness being raised to a pair of l�cious femeinie lips • • •  ajNo Beer 
Comes Near", it declares, f�lL of Hibernian promise. Parts unreached by Heineken and other 
�ale brews include the mammary glands. Doctors have gone on record, stating that Guinness 
"undoul?tedly stimulates tm secretion of milk in the breasts of nursing mothers.11 WBtmever 
my wife was pregnant (it use� to happen quite a lot when we were young) , my grandmother 
Shiels would present her with a crate of Guinness. It seemed to work pret� wel�. The 
anci'ent tradition of "wetting. the baby's head" often involves·. a few pints of porter; and, 
according to Brian Sibley (in "The Book of Guinness Advertising") , "in many Far Eastern 
countries it is customary. to ·bathe a new-born baby in Guinness, believing this to . have a 
beneficial effec-.t on the .child.11:I't's an old saying that there's a ''baby in everybottl.e", 
and up to quite rec-ently,. la.dies could enjoy a third-of-a-pint bottle, known ambiguously 
as a "Baby Guinness." 

Personally, I think that everything they say about Guinness is a wee bit true • • •  and 
opening time was all o·f nine minutes ago. 

Sl!intel 

FIB NEWS .  The newsletter of th'- Folklore Society. They have an expensive mag but this hi­
annual four-page info digest is � p.a. for non-members. From c/o University Coll.ege 
Lond9n,_Gower Street, London WC� JBT. 
· No.2. Events by F. L.S. and others·, specialist group and notes and quer·ies; fUJ:'ther 

events. 
FOAFTALE NEWS a  This occasional news sheet on contemopary legend research aims to provide 

communication among researchers working in this area. No sub but the equivalent of £2 to. 
cover costs would be app�eciatea. Contributions, material-for publication, items for review 
and other inquities t8_I?aul Sm�th, The Centre for English Cultural Tradition and Language,. 
University of Sheffield, .Sheffield, SLC 2TN. 

No. �. The first issue (S.ept. 1985) is simply one sheet of paper with both sides us.ed 
to list recent books of relevance, ndver.tise the contents of volume II of "Perspectives 
on Contempo1rnry Legend" and forthcoming fourth international seminar on the subject 
(JuJ.y 1.4-�<l in Shef'field'.) , and mention a "new" obstetrics legend. 

PEGASDS. Journal of the Surrey Investigation Group on Aerial Phenomena. Copies can ee 
purchased at 50 each by non-members. From Oo Fowler, 45 Burden Way, Guildford, Surrey. 
Sept/Oct 1.985 . McMurray family close encounter at Bagshot Heath investigation and speculat­
ion on wheatfield 11 circles" phenomena. 

t t I I I I t I I I t 
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BOOKS BOO KS BOO KS BOOKS BOO KS BOO KS BOO KS · 'BOO KS  
ANC IENT S KILLS & WISDOM REVIEW 

"RAILWAY GHOST S "  b y  Vl.B . HERBERT ' (David & _Charles , £'6-95 _) 

B1. 

Thirty yeari cf trainspotting, s one of it in the ,remotest of locations , has taught 
me that the human mind can imagine the wors t. quite easil y  on British Rail's " We Once 
Got There n network. If a s ys tem is made to be a skeleton of its former self , there 
woUld natura l� be e xpected spooks . Take awa y the staff and make s tation arehitecture 
re se mble s occer ground dugouts , then expect  spectral porters -- whether you've drunk 

· port�r. or ... . not .  
_ _ _ _ 

) ----r-t ve �heai'd various supernatura l railwa y s tories ' from that the peo pl-e . pn the w elwyn 
crash being " frozen" a s  the train raced to disas ter, to a wide ra .nge of 'platform end 
r«<!lours . In fa ct,  I sent material to author Herbert onn.the s trategic stea rri  reserve ' and 
he· hdpe s_ t use this in a s econd volume . 

As for this book, it fulfills a real need . Only recently have railwa ymen's reminis c en-
ces become a subs tantial part of the railway literature and to add to this human dim­

ension a s upernatural one is  a novel addition. The episodes are kep� reas onably brief 
and the s�le is eas ygoing . It will please the casua l  reader but have little value for 
and po ssibly antagonis e the in-depth researcher . 

. . .  

But it  mus t be-rememb�rdd that it  comes from a publisher with a huge lis t  · of rai�way 
title s and no doubt this accounts for some of the writing . as suming a comprehension of 
c omple�. tec hnica lities , such as s ignalling operation and geographical locations without 
even county rec ognition. 

But it ·  is a �  book of re minis cences and on this level it works we ll. The rai�way frat­
ernity are raconteurs and like to re Zive the pas t .  The y tell s ome wild ta le s  • •  T hey  enjoy  
the odd .  Yet  what co mes over s trongly in  Herbert's book is  the overall genuinenes s  of 

· the tales ·. I'm sure there's s ome embroidery ab out locomotive 47299, but :L.t. is es sentially 
true . We are genera lly as ked forget our doubts . Many ta les have clas sic the mes , others 
ha ve .otifs as sociated with other paranormal occ urrences , c . f .  equipment malfunction 
and vehic le interference . This all makes it either more or les s  real from whichever 
s ide of the occult fence �ou s it ,  but either way makes for excellent folklore . Folklor­
is ts alwa ys win. 

Traditional ghos t fare are s uch s tories as the s pook which caus ed the brake to be  
applie a to avoid a crash-with wagons and-the oft-repeated  misfortune as sociated with the 
removal of a special object ,  in this oase to cause  malfunction at a modern pump-hous e 
and s trike physically at one of those concerned. 

Sovereiginty is ubiquitous throughout myth  and here a moth ma y h�ve saved Queen 
Victoria' s life (she would draw the curtains of the Ro ya l  train when travelling through 
S �d�rland , I_'m told,  because  of so me argument with, I be lieve , one of the twon' s MPs ) • 

. B !:lt ghos tL9re has kept pace with moQ.ern traction an_d Herbert includes the spooky ta le 
of jinxed locomo�ive 472Q9 (s ee The S haman,  No . 9). This rogue machine was predicted 
by a ps ychic to be heading to create a f atal accident as 47216. Renumbering to 47299 
failed to deflect fate and a mys terious points switch sent it on to the wrong line and 
de stiny. Just as such engines have received modifications and live �  change s, Herbert 
has made his· own additions and coloured  the tale .  

Another diesel locomotive , 55(2� Nimbus ,· seemingly repppeare d s even months after having 
been cut up tJ; pass· in ghos tly fashion through Hadle y Wood s tation.· 
. kd. not' jus t ", gas li't' victori ·a:n..:.style branch l'ine s tations take on an eerie air at night, 
for the ultra:modern· �lectricl multiple unit carriage sheds at Addis combe are the s cene 

.. o of' unexplainab le ·movements and s -ounds . ·· 
'Plen� of locations are detailed which you can pas s with trepidation in a speeding 

HST or vis it and fee l the cold atmosphere and ma ybe meet the haunting s pectre .  The rem­
iniscences  of the late photographer De�kk Cross  -� found specially c onvincing and als o  
thos e o f'  s ound recordist Peter Handford. It was a ls o  interes ting .  that one spot was to 
the dislike of the late Bishop Eric Treacy, doyen of raiiway snapper s, who himself die d  
o n  a railway plarform. But even he , perhaps , would have been shocked  b y  a dwar�-like 
apparition which manifes te d  brief ly in a railway carriage reported by  Herbert. I 
rec all  an old article of an ele mental seen from a train s tripping petals off a flower 



B2 . 
reported in The Atlantea�. Laugh? Well,no, I once s aw what I s uppos e was a wood gnome.• 

YeB, really. I t  was in s ight of C arlis he traction maintenance depot. Ayrs hirets Derek C ros s 
WQuld have known-th� s pot. I wis h we c ould have met to dis clis s i�. He onc e sugges ted naming 

th� c las s 50 dies els after the wors t exces s es of modern life and·i sug@·s ted Page 5 girls 
in the artic le already referred to. 

·FairYfo�k and nubiles · as ide, this book s hows how the s upernatural. has kept track with 
railway development. 

• * * * * * * * * * * 

"EARTH MYSTERIE S: AN EXPLORATORY I NTRODUC TI ON" by PHILI P HESELTON and BRIAN LARKMAN. 
'1 GLOMANTIC SURVI VAL3- J:.N YORK'1 by BEN FERN EE. "ASTROLOGIC AL GEOMA.NC Y': .A�.; INTRODUC TI ON" 
by PATRICK MGFADZEANo ( Northern Earth Mys teries Group, £1 each pl�s pos tage from Phflip 

Heaelton, 170 Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EN) •: · 

So muc h downright nons ens e is wr�tten, t alked ·and broadcas t about earth mys teries that 
Hes elton and Larkman:s handy-s ized nnd cheap�-priced introduc tory guide is timely and worthy� 

Novice ley hunters turn maps into C lapham Junc tions of graphite and s ee huge menageries 
of figures delineatea by a thous and by-pa�s es. rheir enthuSias m is c ommendable, but a work 
s uc h  as this puts on us eful brakes of caution • 

. Here is explained the framework.of earth mys teries referehc e� leys from old to new straight 
tr,ack tak:tingi.n Watkins , s tatis tic s , as troarchneology and the ps yc hic dimens ion; the earth · 

s pirit through folklore, ,earth energy, fairies and earthlights ; meanings s uch as s c ientific 
and intuitive appraoc hes ; wider ramifications s uc h  as terres trial zodiacs , -geomanc y ,  relig- · 

.. ion and ritual. There are lis ts of rec orilmended books and public ations., plus · a:·� . .- glos sary of 
· terms lis ed. . · 

. The two well-kn own writers have c ompiled a s plendid p�imer to a s ubje�t whic h mus t seem 
quite complex to the newcomer. There c ould be no

. 
better introduction. 

� . 

Ben Fernee, looks. at my favourite c ity of York and finds a continuous traditio� of s iting 
and des ign from boundary markers to relatively modern,·times . Fernee pays tribute to Larkman's 
"corridor of s anc tity" ley in the city and McFadzean s Templar work.. . . 

Fernee has s ome thought-provoking c omments on plague s tones and beating the bounds. The 
work t hen outlines the work of the 19 th century York arc hitect John Browne, a pioneer in 
the· s tudy of s ac red geometry, and diagrams from his · ''The I nventor's .As s is tant" are rep:ooduc ed 

Freemas onry ac c orded York, and particular�y the Mins ter, with gr�at importance and the 
author explains whyo He als o s pends time on the Mins ter c rypt's s ignific ance nnd.it was 
here s ome years ago that I almos t pass ed out in this edifice-from the· overwhe�mi ng c on­

:centration of errergy. I t  is the s tronges t earth energy s pot I have experienced4 
He als o cons iders fire fes tivnls; lunar religion and the red ros e s ignific anc e • . All in all� 

an erudite non-tedhnic a]_ glimps e into s ome more arcane as pec ts of the C ity of York. 
Mc Fadzean . als o looks at Yprk, commenting on and reproduci�g as trological c harts for three 

major fires . at the Mins ter and als o an animal rights demons tration in L9 04. For E. M. buffs 
he gives an as trologic al dimens ion to Alfred Watkins ' s ley dis c overy.. · 

However, the book is primarily an ac c ount of haw and why as trology was us ed to determine 
the. mos t appropriate time to lay foundation s tones �n� c ons ecrate s ac red buildings. I t  als o 
ei.�lores the c orres pondenc e between a building's as �rologic al "birth c hart" and events in 

tis tory from medieval times to the pres ent. n 

.. ·. Neither. as abs trus e or as heavy-going as might be thought. A pertinent public ation. 
i�ll*'-tt i,tn *" *"* n�:-:"*"",c:l!i,.::ll*"*tt *"* "*"�:�n *",.�"*" *"*·"*" *n*·"*" ������"·* "* "*" *"*'"* tt* "*"*"*·"*-"i�lli,r:tt#-11*-"** 

Your edi�or has various is s ues of The Shaman, Anc ient Skil� & Wis dom RQview, and Terres trial 
·Zodiac s News letter for s ale. Als o '1Tales of the He:xham Heads." -- a moden mys tery -- at 80p, 
inc o pos tage. Ful l lis t· of material for s-ale ;f-..com 5, Egton Drive, Sea ton C arew, Hartlepool; 

C leveland, TS2 5 2AT. SAE pleas e. Al d"" · B·- b. ··ski· f ..,6 H.ll · d L · H th s o  rea �r . o nner, o � 1 . Sl e ane, ea 
End, Fnrnham; �urrey , GU9 ·OLB, ·has aoces s tb · a s mall number of new c opies of· Rodney Dale's 
11'l'he Tl}:mour in the W·hale" (19 78) whic h he: is prepa:r-e.d to s ell for £5. e ac h .(inc�· !Up) . Firs t 
�ome fi�s t s erved (cwo and s ae pleas e). · 

· 

� 
· · · · 

� 



ARKA.NA. .ARKANA. ARKANA. ARKANA. ARKANA ARKANA. ARKANL\. ARKANE. ARKANA. ARKANA B5 
ARKANA. ARKANA ARKANA. ARKANA. ARKA.NA. ARKA.NA. ARKANA ARKANA ARKANA ARKA.� 

I s till have mixed feelings about this new paperback imprint -- b oth f nr its reliAnce 
on o�d material and the quality of the new. S o, with my reservations s tated cle arly, 
£et's see what the lates t batch has to offe r. Firs tly, I was hard ly ecs tatic about 
volume 1 ('If " The Wes tern Way" , by Caitlin and John Matthews , and Volume 2 -- T he 
Heramtic Traditicn,  nnly marginally seems prGfe rable .  However, knowing les s  abeut 
this are a I am not in the position to point out the glaring errors of its succes s or. 
The s ectinn on Gnosticism seemed thoughtful and quab alism S('lund. (£6-95 ) . M ore �n 
the Hermetic tradition comes from the 1959 wo rk "The Philos ophy of Magic" , by Arthur 
Vers luis , putting magic into the c nntext nf traditional culture and re ligi�us trad-
itions . (£4-95 ) . Dating frnm 1944 is " The Marriage of Heaven and E arth" , by 
Gregory Sz anto, a s ensible argument f�r as trology and the �orre lation between the 
celstial phenomena and earthly occurrences . £4-95 ) . Zen'followers , o r  thos e 
jus t  curious , are directed tn a new work, "The Warrior Ko ans" !Jl by T revor Leggett,  
with riddles from early zen in Japan, and the clas s ic but s lim " Zen in the Art of 
Archery" , by Eugen Herrigel. (£4-95 and £5-95 respective ly) . That c--ontrover-
s ial figure Wilhelm Rei0h keeps going through periods nf renais s ance and with the 
e arthlights debat s till hnt his thoughts on cosmic forces should make " Wilhelm 
Recih - The Evolution ('If his Wnr�1 , by David Boade lla, at leas t timely for s o me 
re a•ers of this magazine . Naturally the full s c ale of his work is as s essed  in this 
book, placed in content of its time and furthe r rese arch is dis cus sed . (£5-95 ) . 
I remain totally bef ogged by the works of G.I . Gurdjieff and he re books 1 - 5 of 
" Beelzebub 's T ales to his Grands on" leave me non-pitus sed and s o  far no wiser. 
Life is too sho r�, pe rhaps , and this also applies to the owrk of his followe r and 
pupil, P.D. Ous pensk, whose  nThe Fourth Wa -- T he Te achin s of G. I. Gurdijeff" 
may it all more c lear or  furthe r obfus c ate matte rs . Gurdjieff volums £4-95 each and 
the acolyte's £5-95 ) . And '1S to three newly written books . " mhe M agic of 
Strovolos n is an academic 's inte rpretation of the world of a spiritual he aler and 
published with half an eye to Casteneda. Kyriacos C. Markiaes introduces the world 
of  Cypriot magus D askal('IS . (£4-95 ) " The Cult of the B lack Virgin" looks a more 
popular proposition altogethe r from E an Begg, with its mixture of paganism ,  wisdem 
and earth mo�her cum wh�re. E rudite and inc ludes gazetee r. (£5-95 ) And back 
�n British s nil is R.. J. Stewart ' s "The Prophetic Vision of Merlin'; where you c an 
decide for yourself the efficacy of these pre-Nos tradamus claims of s eership . (£4-95 ) . 
Net in their Arkana s eries but their ('lwn Routledge & Kegan Paul pape rback imprint 
comes a 1977 work, 11 The Damne d Art" , edited by Sydney 1\.ngl,.., invaluable fo r these  
interes ted in  withcraft,  medieval his tory ( and later) and ideas . Es s ays by eight 
s cholars dis cus s c ontemorary theories about the pe rsecution �f witches . (£6-95 ) . 

" THE FAIRIES ' REVENGE" by ANTHONY ROB ERTS ( Zodiac H(lse ,  Gondo lin, Wes thay, near 
Glas tonbury, S omerset . Price unknown) 

" S nmetimes I think this who le world 
Is one big pris on yard ; 
Some of us are pris one rs , 
The res t  of us are guards e" -- Bob Dylan ( " George Jacks ontt ) 

In his psychede lic prose ,  Robe rts blazes away like a B le ake an Rambo tn  rid the 
geomantic re actionaries in this ··ituperative es s ay .  Des igned with loving care and 
peried pictures , Roberts crackles away with his s trong opininns . (The booklet is 
No . 1 in an Apoc alyptic Archives series subtitled " Reinvoked Memories of the Future 
(A Fable of the Nature of Geomantic and Ecologic al Jus tic e ) " . ) 

Roberts sees fairytales as a " fnrm of psychic shorthan�' with many veins of rich 
meaning and metaphoric 1/orc. S eeming simplicity enc oding profundities . Pers onal 
research over the pas t  six or  seven ye ars has led me towards a s trengthening view 
that all mythologies form a cultural symb ol sys tem. E ach age cloaks re alities 
differently but their mes s age is re adily dis cernib le for the ques to r  who makes an 
effort . Yes , the fairies don ' t show thems elves often nowadays . I ' ve seen a wood 
gnome at Carlis le and the tootfu fairy in our living-room . The more pros aic might 
call the former a tuning into a normally hardly acces sible part of the electromagnetic 
spectrum and the latter alte red s tate of conociousnes s hallucination contributed by 
s leep deprivation after dentistry .  



t: 

��- . .  :134, The· f��rie�, whose· land we have rapea, get their reN�nge with accidents whe� motor­
ways buVdcrze-··through sac-red trees and stones. They were· once will o' the wisps on track­
way'?> through f.Qrest.�, mischievously leading travellers ·astray; today they are the phantom 
hitoh-hikers of' ,urban ·lore, uttering dire but incorrect prophecies as they use our�111odern 
roads .and . tran�:(port: .The lci'c'ation is the same,only relocated in time. Yet all is not· so 
gloomy as R�ber.t5· :·imagines, for there would seem to be evidence of their appearance as a 
warning mechanism� 

If we teach our children that fairies are not imaginary, we will enrich their lives. To 
say, "I don't believe in fairies" to spitefully specualte if a fairy really will die is as 
malicious as pshysica�ly,reducing a c-aptive fly's wings. No wonder we don:l:t see mapy fairies; 
no s�� ise they can be vengeful • . No wonder harmony is lost. 

Roberts' argument is that: "The geomantic balance must always be restored no matter what 
the cost or life on earth will become intolerable." There is plenty of chaos around, but is 
it imaginary

.
·or perverse to thinlf the present is any less caring tha:S any other era? The 

Sixties finally showed a reversal in values and attitudes. Undoubtedly most New Age out­
pourings were and are sheer crap. From the start Mammon became involved,. ·but at· 1�·9.st many 
people at last actively chose to believe there is an alternative to scientific re�ctionism, 
Darwinian mechanics and dessacralization. 

Geomantic balance? A return of equilibrium? Well, for a start we could s tarj; saying: n I 
believe in .fa:Lries." 

11THE BRENTFORD GRIFFIN" by J.�.NDY COLLINS (Part of Earthquest subscription. Inquiries to 
Earthquest Books, 19 St David's Way, Wickford, Essex, SS11 8EX.). 

It pr()claims bol'dly· on. the cover that here is "At last, a comprehensive report on London's 
mos-l bizarre superna-tural yisitor for a very long t.bme." The visitor -- griffin or ,just a 
media hype? TV and the Press gave coverage to reports of a strange flying phenomenon in the 
skies of West �ondon's Brentford district. 

There were local place names with a griffin �onnection -- the football club, the coat of 
arms,�.and more to the liking of debunkers, a brewery and pub. There was also the intervent­
ion of a local novelist, ��mous for sending up earth mys�eries and ()Ccult matters, and his 
involvement with publicizing an arts centre ahd UFO conf-erence·. 

On the face of it an open and shut case of creating the climate for a spoof and hype with 
attendant harmless publici:ty. But as Andrew Collins points out, it is not quite so simple. 

Having written and published a similar investigation myself ("Tales of the Hexham Heads") 
which had elements of coUI).ter-veraci ty and hype,. · I-·would be wary of condem:aing the Brentford 
episode as being a hoax m�sterminded by Robert Rankin and Magonia magazine: Equally, on a 
realistic basis I wonder if what was being reported was a cormorant (or other bird), or 
that witness Kevin Chippendale misidentified an exotic form of kite being flown. 

In the erid you makes up' your own mind and decides for yourself. Andy has presented the 
facts·, .mayoo·�t got .. his.E.M. boots dirty but.his trainers dusty, and ·told it like it is 
from· his··viewpoi;nt .the best as he can. It makes a smashing read and is well detaiJe d. The 
presentation and illustrative content cannot be faulted. Read it and debide: whether it is 
all hype or whe�her. at som; point the Cosmic Joker concept hi-jacked·' the affair., and blurred 
the always indistinnt line between natural and supernatural. s · 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

STRANGE WYCOMBE bdited by ALA.N CLEAVER (Stnange Publications, 65 Amersham Road, High 
Wycombe, �ucks., HP15 51Vi. First edition of 600 copies sold out, but you could .seek a copy 

in a bookshop or maybe 'there's a second issue). 
If only there were such groups as Strange elsewhere to record local folklore and present it 
so splendidly. Here the group have recorded a selection of aspects of the Wycombe's area's. 

�ysteries in highly-readable articles. There are plenty of hauntings, ranging from ghostly 
riders on the hills, the spirit in the. inn, �he white lady of Bisham Abbey and a spook 
bishop. How a vision committed a man �o the gallow3 and another who saw his owh funeral. 
Plus turf-cut CT ·J- · �  mummers, miracles and standing stonese The booklet was produced 
to com�emorate the 700th mayoral anniversary of High Wycombe ·and there are pieces on the 
revival of beating the bounds and the presence of a revived town crier. Let's hope there 

will be more like it in ASSAP's Project Albion series. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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THE LEY HUNTER A Se nio r E c Mo (e arth mys te ries )  mag, de aling with anc ie nt alignme nts a nd 
all as pec t� o f  ge o manc y, folklo re , pre his to ric and anc ie nt s ites. , p os s ible e arth e ne rgies , 

s trange phe nome na, and s o  on . Autum:-1/antumn s ub (3 is s ue3 + s upple mnn t) £4 : US 1 5  d��tll ars 
(sur face ) 20 (air). Fro m: The C 0 a� h  Hous e ,  Mount St. , Bre c o n, Powys ,  LD 3  7LU .  

No . 99 . Ed ito r  Paul De ve re ux looks at the appalling s ituatio n o ve r  Stone he nge in 1985 
and c onc ludes bitte rly and angrily th at "I n a s e as 0 nal and s ymbolic s e ns e , the s un  d id n0 t 
ris e  at Sto ne he nge 0 n  J-r· ne 2 1s t  198511 ; while John Go uls tc ne argues the c as e  for a cn ntin­
ui ty o f  o bs e rvance at Stone he nge e xte nd ing bac k to p re -C hris tian times s e e mingl y c o nc lusive . 

As fo r gathe ring t� at d id go ahe ad , E .  Bl ai r W ilki ns writes o f  the 198 5  Yo rk Mins te r Moot 
w ith e nt hus ias m .  A We ls h  fa irytale is· fo und to ·· cont ain .s uch E .M. mn tifs as s ighting upon 
a s tone ,  e arthquakes , mys te ry light and u ltrate rres. trials . John Mic he ll has bee n  ie s c ribed: 
as a gi ant amo ng res ea rc he rs ,  but w he n  pic tured by an R ft ; . s lab ne wly-found in Pe nw ith, he 
looks to be a cle ar 18 in. talle r� Ros e  He aword d is c us s es Herme � .  A mon g- re gul ar fe atures are 
the mo ni to ri. ng at Roolright; Paul S c re e tn n  n n  the d ouble -s ideq.. , c.o in age o f  re maiAde red books ;  

S ig Lone gre n"' s · d ows ing tell ing him d iffe re nces in a lignme nts ;  · .s tran ge · �92�s . ' C () ts wolds li­
ghts fo r the E arthlights s ce ptics to ponde r; the L:L angyP,.W'rftd · Line,· he-i ng· this is s ue ' s le y; 
books rev ie ws and re ade rs ' le tte rs c 

·· · 

. -�- -: -- -�.·· . .  
QU ICK SILVER ME SSE NGE R.,. Mag n f  · la nds c ape ,  myth and c o�s ciou.s n't .s·s. � . Three -is s ue . s -a. b': UK £4 ; 

US 16 d ol lars .  From C hris As htori·�- -· �/Q E"LTI, Hote l W is ata In t�r- natib nal, Jl ,  Thamrin, P.O. 
Bo x 24 5 7  Jkt. � Jakarta, I nd ones i a� Yc u c�n .s e nd s ubs he re ,  c he que s only. 

No . 11 . Follo wing pre vio us inter vie ws with o the r E . M. and cos mic lum in aries , the s po� ­
light fal ls o n  ge omance r par e xcel le ce Nige l Pe nnick (co nc luded with muc h luc id e pinio n 
in 12 ). Plus in-de pth book re vie w. No. 12 . Topic al fo r a mag publis hed in 3 0  e xe tic a loc­
ation are C olin Bloy's th ou fht� on d iffe re nc es be twee n E urope an le ys and Orie ntal dr age n 
lines . 

QUES T. Wes te rn Mys te ry Trad ition b y  living a u �� hors f0 r no vice a nd e xpe rt. Q .  Sub £4 e r  
�0 d oll ars .  From BC M -- SCL Q ues t, Lond on WC 1N £XX . No. 64 . Ed itor Mar ian Gree n o n  witc h-

c raft vi a the intel lige nt 11 Re al Lives -- E arth Magic " TV film, and s e parate ly fil n  ho w ma gic 
is re ward ing but hard work. P lus rune re ad ing, A lfred Noyes re as s e s s ed and trees . No. 65 . 
Marian on magic al books . Plus pe rfo rmance rutuals in Glas tonbur y, runes , as tr� logyt M ao ri 
moon myth. Plus e ac h  is s ue book re vie ws , announce me nts a nd cou rs e s . · 

RILKO NEW SLETTER . V aried bag fro m Re s e arch into L os t  Kno wled ge O rganis ation ; s ome times 
obs c ure . Me mbe rs hip s ub: Lond on & Home C ou nties £5-50 ; UK e ls e whe re £4-50 ; ove rs e as £7 . 
News le tte rs twice ye arly. Le c tures and p os tal book s e rvice � Inq uiries to Mis s  E .  Le ade r, 

2 5 a  D anve rs Stree t, Lond on SW3 5AYo 
No. 2 5 .  D avid Tilt on d iv ining in Sus s e x with inte res ting obs e r-V ations o ri  " U FO c ireles" . 

Book re vie ws in Paul Sc ree ton o n  "The E vide nc e  for • • . " s e ries . No. 2 6. E lizabe th Le ade r  
intel lige ntly sng ge s ts a projec t fo r me mbe rs ( n  inns igns (I hope s he c an dec iphe r  the fie ld 
re po rts ! ). John E .  Palme r w rites up a c ollec tion of nv te s ' of re ga ined kn 'Ji wled ge of Britta n� 
me galths (c ont. _gz) . _ and Jo hn D ixon on s piral growth o f  plants . W . P. Bos well ' s  c ontin ui ng 

es s ay on links be twe en A fric a  and Brite in s ugge s ts A ve bur y  s tones having bee n  fas hion�d ' into 
animal s hapes . No. 27 . E pigraph 5'�u minary B arry Fe ll writes .on s o me A me ric an ins c riptio n,� 
and C hr is Love grove on King A rthur and Glas tonbury. 

... 

STONE HE NGE VIEW POI NT. Frree thinking mag n f  arc hae olo gy, as t rono my, ge ol9 gy' . and �el��e� 
arts and s c ie nces on ne ws print . Provoc ative and . e nte rtai ning with, __ e mph as is on halo hypo �!le s 
is o f  anc ie nt s kies .  Profes s ionall y � aid · out w ith many illus trati9 ns . S un  �0 d oll ars for .14 
is s ues from 2821 D e  La V ina S tree � ,  S an tn Ba rbara, C al if' . , 93105 , · usA . UK ag e nt L. C .  Sz;n ith, 

16 Sols tice Ris e ,  A mes bury, S alis bu ry, . Wilts . , SP4 7NQ . ... 
· · 

No. 65 .. Be gins. Bo b Forres t's "A Guide t o  Ve likovs ky r  s Sou rces" (pre vious ly priv ate ly . .  · 
printe d  by a� thor)(64 -70) , whe re like · von Danike n, Ve likovs ky  is s e e n to have us e�: a ·pr o­

ces s o f  s e le c tio n a nd re je c tion to c re ate his hypot hes es , whe re as Forre s t has gone '1b ack to 
b as ics and pres e nted the s ources in the ir original c onte xt. �d i tor D onald L .  Cyr · c onti nue·s. 

his autobiographic al . "In._ Se � rc h of Intel lige nce" s e ries with�. part 7 d is c us s m g .'�· The · ·yves t� rn 
E pigraphic S oc ie ty11 · , m�mbers of whic h "re ad mes s ages on roc ks anc. as we1-l. ·as ot. he r arti� · 

.. · 
fac ts o f  arc hae ology inc lydt ng w ove n mate rial. " I t  is h ighly-c:Q. a- - .>-.:.�b. p:r;_e�C olmn bian � - · 

c ontac t mate rial. Part. 8 que s tio ns " Le y-·L ine s in Q ues tion'' , whe re a� t he b at tle l� nes over 
le ys are d rawn, C yr ·· thi nks ' ' ·in, this one ins ta nc e . . ..  the array of fo�ces at the . mome nt lea ve s  
the o utc o me i n  dou bt, " and �n a we ll-n rg ue d c as e  e xplains why. Is aac N.  V ail' s  c anopy 
hypothe s is is promu lgated in :a re printed work (als o i n  othe r is s ue s ). Howe ve r, I fou nd 
boring L.K. Be ll' s Greek c�i ns analys is (als on me as ures in &61. E d itor C yr' s ice c rys tal 



M2 . 
pl�neta�y canopy hobby4orse  is given weight by  Dr Louis Winkler in a lengthy a nd 

detailed thesis . (why won't UK -ocademics g�t involved in " fringe" mags and .. th�orie�_'? )  • 

This leads to a t;1ew · comparison of canopy models by · C yr ,  'giving details of --·several -·pro..:. 
ponents of the s c�nari?_• But more interes tingly. : to me was Cjr ' s dis covery of the drsw­
�ng of the naked Lady __ of Bidston . I enj oy  these adventures b y : others and by  myse lf. His 
·conc lus ions are naturally open to conjecture . The King Arthur debate threatens to outdo 
: Pendragon with a piece _ b y  P, K .  Johns tone , a lengthy and we ll-argued letter from P. M .  
Hug�es s uggesting Arthur _ hai Roman support for _ his kingship, but more importantly Mary 
Caine argues persuas ively for a non-human Arthur. Her wise words I entire ly agree with : 
" I  believe · that in searching for Arthur at  this period we are chasing a shadow of ·,him­
self .  We are looking for him· not only in  the wrong time , but in the wrong plane. He 
does �belong to his tory, and British his tory in particular ; but it is another kind of 
his tory, the history of thought, philosophy, cosmology, the s cience of the Inner Man, 
his purpose and biB relation to the s tars of the universe ,  that he illuminated -- - and 
s till a3n .  · 1 1Vjill the real Arthur please s tand up . All obs cure British chieftains -- of the 
Dark Ag�� may remai n seated . 11 And s o  s a y  I .  No . 65 . C yr relates the Vailian canopy 
theory to as trolgy, with correspondence from the turn of this century. He continues with 
an article ,  " Ice Crys tal  Ha lo Origin of Zodiac Patterns" . DR Louis Winkler contributes 
a gain on a pos s ible earth canopy after cometary capture . No . 66 . P. K o  Johns tone is 

. ba ck in the _ Dark _Ages ( als o 67 )  a nd C yr cons iders the patterns. on· ancie nt Mexican_ bricks . 
C yr also begin$ a two-part greenhouse  world- account pointing out that the nuc lear win­

w ter a nd Cretaceous dinosaur s cenarios are flawed .  No . 67 . Paul S creeton - celebrates S t .  
- Margsret of C li terow of York� C yr introduces. the whys and wherefores of the lon-g-running 

maga z�ne . · · No . 68 w C yr on Love Goddess representations . David J .  Ride pos its a s olar 
• S tonehe nge · ·a lignment from the Cerne Abbas hill -figure . Tribute to late P. K .  Johris tone .  
No . 69 . C yr's vis � to a Swedish S tone Age village recostruction. Johns tone on  Merlin 

� ( cont o 70 ) a nd plenty  on canopies. . No . 7.@_. Rohn G. Vf.illiams presents his S CEMB line 
·· synthesis of 14 prehistoric alignments at S onehenge , while Atihrey Burl attacks R��e 's 

claims . in ·68 . C yr writes up more of his expedition to S candinavian epigraphic and mega-
lithic0 siteS: · . -
. NORTHERN UIO NEWS ._ Handy size  closely �ed mag to keep the ufologis t up to date with 

happenings a nd reading matter . S ub pa yable to NUFON for 1986 is £5-40 . Address  8 White­
throat Walk., Birchwood, Warrington ,  Cheshire , WA5 6PQ . 

No . 115 .� Editor Jenny Randles looks at the pos sibility of a min�mat�er interac�i.�n 
· hypothesis to explain ufological phenomena , using the idea of a " doorma n" filtering our 

sensory input and ufos having a " quasi-reality'' . Follows usual format with plenty of news 
and views in s uch features as news round-up ; for your perusa l  ( major artic les elsqwhere ) ; 
�ooks of the moment ; media matters (UBOs in the public e ye ) ; s ightings and case histories 
(with new. light ·on  the 1973 Peter Day film) . .No .  1�6 . The ethics of  " The Uniinvited" 
series debated. S ighting cases include one from Hartlepool and another from nearby Greatham, 
an area quiet until 1985 on the UFO front. Interesting activity in North Wa les: with Army 
invol-.ement and did an aircraft hit a UFO over Rendlesham Fores t� No . 11.7 . "Forget 
Rendlesham' urged J . R. in her editorial . S trange with her paperback on the s ubject due . 

PRACTICAL GEOMA.NCY. Mag of geomantic practice of the pas t ,  present and future ,  · published 
3 times a year for furtherance of geomantic research, knowledge and inter�ommunication. 
Sub £3-40 ; cheques/POs. to N. Pennick,  142 Pheasant Rise ,  Bar Hill ,  Cambrid-ge , CB3 8SD . 

Vol. 1 ,  fio � 1 .  Ben Fernee poats to the geomantic examples in York. Othe� articies 
cover hi-tech supposedly damaging health; the s trange energies of T .  Henry Moray ana 
Nikola Tes la ;  weathervanes ; labYrinths ; geomantic mirrors ; as trology a nd orie ntation ; 
excelJLe nt book reviews section ·and mis ce:llany. Vol . 1,  No . 2 .  Timely es say  on wahat 
a Watkinsian ley is and what it is not _for the unenlightenea,  with a Her-eford c� ty 
example . Plus articles on  an Indian vers ion of as trological geomanc y, yoga , introduction 
tp ge�man �y aud a news and comment round-up . 

PSI-EYEP� New critica l  diges t of the paranormal summaris ing recent research a nd p�blic- ' 

ati ons . Q .  S ingle is s:ue 60p inc plp ; s ub £2-25 (£3-25 overseas ) . Cheques/POs _payab le to 
�m jay, 1 '7- . _ La,ngbank .A.ven:ue , Rise  Park, Nottingham ,  NG-5 5BU . 

· 

< - . . • 

No . 1 ;- Editor Mike Cos tello begins a lengthy overview of the near death experie nce · 
which is .mo.re readable than he gives himse lf credit -for . He als:o provides cons tructive 
criticism of ASS.AP . Mag a nd book reviews . I hope this . mag will gr f'or tpe ground lost  
which Co_riunon Ground vacated: . 

FORTEAN TIMES . The foremos t  j ournal of s trartge pHertomena � rour is �ues £6 or 1 2  dollarst 



• 

• 
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No .. 45 . Roh Wes trum 1 s phantom attackers pmece was not made more non-·mundane by length 
or obvious belief-orientation, while editor Bob Rickard looks at two other phantom 
sieges -- one by goblin-like entities and the other giant apemen. Nigel Wats on returns 
to h.is airship panics and Dwight Whalen looks. at pioneer s tuntwoman Annie Taylor and 
falling rocks . Among the topics covered are alien .big cats of Mor?y, Irish p�rambulating 

_ _  porcelain, s tatues , · cros s �s in the sky and mys tery m��hroom cloud;  fish · !'alls and ' s ing­
ing _ toadfish m�ting ; grid"":.gambolling nimble sheep , s ix-legged lambs and goat-uf!icorns ; 
crying from the womq ; _lightning -s t�ikes ; bounding wallabies � whale be�chings , ·whale in 
ice block and humans frozen alive . 

ANOMALY. ' ·Journal of · research into · the paranormal published by the As sociation for the 
S cientific S tudy of �nomalous Phenomena . Inquiries to mnmbership secretary C e  Wis e ,  56 
Telemann · S quare , Kidbrook, London · SE5 • . 

· 

·_.· No . · 1 . Excellent · synthesis of the earth lights theory by its main protagonis ts· ' (Dever­
e.u, McCartney & �obins ) o S tate ·o:f the art pieces by Hugh Pincott on psychic research ;  
anom�lo� phenomena _ research during 1984 by editor Alan Cleaver ; three years of  prog­
res s by AS SAP by Maurice · Townshend ; plus Jenny Randles on inves tigations carried out and 
Caroline Wise on Polish· p�enomena • 

MAGONLl. Independent j ournal devoted to broad examination of. anomalous phenomena and 
t�eir · interaction with s ociety and the individual. Basically ufology from a psycho­
s ociol9gical viewpoint. Well laid out with illos ; A5 ; boosted to 28pp ; Q .  S ub .  �. 
£2-50 for four is sues ; U. S . 5 dollars . Cheques and money orders should be made out to 
John Rimmer. From 64 Alric Avenue , New Malden, S urrey , KT5 4JW. 

No. 18 . Mag j oined by Kevin McClure ( of late lamented Common Ground) who calls for 
pa�anormal cases from readers mos t  comprehens ively s ugges ting the work and eXis tence of 
an agency external to humanity. Peter Rogers on parallels witchcraft and brooms ticks with 
ufo�auts , abductions and oobes under the reference 11 participative folklore . "  The g;reat 
Liverpool leprechaun panic is a great inves tigation of immense interes t  to anyone s tu�­
ing rumours and urban belief tale s . Roger S andell is s ceptica� about aspects of the 
Rendlesham Forest " Sky Crash" book .  S eparately Roger S andell and Wojtek Gaworzewski write 
on · prophec�. Nigel W8tson s peculates on the pos sibility of one or more SF writers 
deliberately creating the rumour which has become known as the " Philadelphia experiment" . 

0 Enlarged· and :erudite book reviews sect:l.on . No. 19 . S pi:rfing new 'Ht.b . t . -- "The 
Miuiiac on the Pl·atform" . By coincidence I - read th�.s piece by Michael Gos s on the train 
from Hartlepool to Kings Cros s and then spent the day using the Maniac ' s  sphere of 
activity, the London -Underground, to get between terminii for trainspotting purposes . 
More on Rendlesham s aga while S hirley Mciver asks what ufology · needs to be a s cienc e ;  

. . tdaurizio Verga looks a t  what it means to pe . a uf o  i1,1_ves tigator ( cont. 21 ) ;  John Harney 
looks �t - ·_reincarnation and personal identity; Nigel Wat:;� on evaluates the fi 1 ms --ar- ­
S teven Spielberg ; Brentford griffin spoof ; . plus letters ; j ournal . and book reviews . 
No. 20 . American airship s ightings of 1896/7 as pandled by the P�es s  leading to an .over­
view of the alleged spaceman ' s  grave at A�ora , Texas . Peter Rogers on writes on the 
theme of divine children and its a.s s ocia tion with changelings and aliens . Peter Hough 
recounts . the adventures of a man which include oobe-related events . Nigel Wats on on 
atte·npts· by would...:be inv.entors to build their own spaceoraft and in his own column writes 
of mystical s tones in recent f1llms o . The " notes ... and queries" s ection records events at 

_ the Brentford Wo.nderques t  and griffin hoax • . Hilary Evans reviews a French book . whose  sub­
ject is the relationship between UFO reports . and how they can provide les s ons for folk­
loris ts about their old narratives • . Plenty ·of letters , particularly on Maniac tale . 
No. 21 . Michael Gos s brings down to earth the . French pterodactyl s tory; a myth I ,  amang 
many, have perpetuated ( a  real salutary warning to those who do not check original 
s ources ) .  What Galileo really said and more on Rendlesham. S.l<:i t by novelist I_{obert Rankin 
and unconvincing " Men in Black" s cenario . 

EARTHQUEST �ffi . Belief-oriented mag of psychic ques ting edited by prodigous researcher 
and writer Andy Collins . Bi-annually ; £5-80 for 4 is sues . Cheques/POs to Earthques t News , 
19 S t  Davids Way, Wickford, Es sex, S 11 SEX. 

No • . 14 . Newsy introduction and then articles. with ques ting themes s uch as Joan of Arc ' s  
vis ionary dis covery of her sword; Mormon founder Joseph Smith ' s treasure hunting ; book 

-�ui�e. to s ub ject.  The S tumps Cro s s  Birdman appears to have been s omeone flying a kite -­
literally. Update on Park Wood s acred centre sale . Plus round-up of various paranorma1, 
Fortean and E o M , topics . 



NEARA JOURNAL o New England Antiquities As sociation ' s entertaining and erudite mag 
on the origins and forms of anomalous artifact� . Profes sionally laid out with challenging 
articles inc . photographs and diagrams . Sub believed to be �0 dollars p . a . ; overseas 14 . 
From C ons tance M . Reece , P. O o  Box 125 , Amhers t ,  N. H. , ��051 , U . S .A • 

. . No .. 7'JJ . "When at  the age of ten , I redis qovered the ' Horizontal. Venus ' equation from 
s omething I read · in Revelation, I was una.ble �0 recreate th� fertility figure a.s.s ociated 
1.7i th it . "  Clev(Y little bugger but not q.ui te clever �nough . Arid s q Bart Jordan begins his 
pertail catalogue of recreated early calendrical art . He qlaims Acheulian man, about 
500 , 00( years ago , kn�w abo ut Saturn ' s synodical revolutiqn, precess ion of the eq�noxes 
and much more . But ' he doesn ' t  explain how . Mor.e sens ible is Jon Woodson,  'Who pays tribute 
i;;o the .res·earchcs o:(' : J a me's Arnold ,  11 the original -dis coverer of megali th{c NeV�? England •. " 
1� .r.omaritic·, . h,e �nvoked " l�tlaneqnS and Druids ' and wh:y rJ.Ot? . c � M .. Devine urges megalithic 
proponenf.:."X to be cautious in their conclusions while S ig ·Lonegren applies dowsing to · : 
s acred s ites . No � 71 . Ma j or report on a New Hampshire s ite survey . The awes omely 
precocious Jordan is bac.k relating how at  ten ( again) he was ques tioning why Methusaleh 
lived s o  l :mg -- it ' s a ' pity the parents · of. Boring Bard didn ' t s trangle him at birth . 
No o 72 � And Jordan begat more generations of obscuratantism and " The Fatima s equence , 
'equatiomzed by me a t  age ten • • •  n ( again) . ·  Little Turtle provides a · fair cri tiq\le Qf the 
work of Barry· Fell with s.,·mopses of Fell ' s books . . . �� 

AMSKAYA . Newsletter of the STlill ·.B'ellowship o Q .  Annual membership £2 , incs . s�ub .· Cheques 
made payable to J 3  Goddard, 25 Albert Road, Addles tone , Weybridge , Surrey, �15 2PX. 

No ., 1 .  Announces revival of the STAR Fellowship -- · founded by the late Tony Wedd -­
because of the re jection and ridicule of the idea of TEH visitors by many in the E . M . and 
ufology camps . Rep�ints a Wedd article f�m - 1961 and Philip Heselton begins a brief his­
to:'y o.f the fellowship . 

I • .... 
TOUCHSTONE o Modest newsletter of the Surryy Earth Mys t!eies Group . £2 for 4 is sues ·. S ame 

addres s  as l�skaya . O o  7 .  Editor Jimmy Goddard expres ses his dis tres s at s ome reviews 
of his Go-authored_ 11 ' S kyways and Landmarks ' .Revis ited" booklet , and reprints from a 1970 
r:2he Ley Hunter article by the late Tony Wedd, whose  original " S&L" firs t drew attention 
to the s ignificant link between prehis toric s ites and th� flying saucer phenomenon . 
Godda�d writes of an idyllic ley hunt in o·xrordshire and Chris Hall continues a survey 

- .cf old s tones of the SuiBl.�y/Hants . borders . Articles welcome · and meetings held monthly . 

PENDRAGON. Journal of the Pendragon S ociety inves tigating Arthurian his tory and arch­
?eology ,  and the mys tery and mythology of the Matter of Britain e Witty and f!iendly 
atmo_sphP-re . S ub .  £4-50 or 1 -::l dollars for 4 is s ues , inc � s ociety membership � ·.Jfrom 42 
Burghley Road, S t  Andrew, Bris tol , BSn 5BN.. . 

Vol . XVII No � 1 .  Glas tonbury theme with articles on Mendips as cradle of civilis ation, 
natrifocal s ociety as s een in M. of B . , Jos eph of 1\rimathea , Christian relics , atmosphere 
at Glas tonbury, and Eddie Took� with gems from theoreticians . Vol . XVII No , 2 .  
Ma ze theme but before this interes ting pieces arguing f'or a 5rd century AD S tonehenge 
and Shakespeare ' s  eo-authorship of the play '' The Birth of Merlin. "  As for mazes , find out 
why a pig ' s colon is involved , the s ocie ty ' s agm informal doin� , Spiral Cas tle and New­
cas tle University Arthurian S ociety t s Samhain celebration wargames cum beach party. 
Vol . XVII No . 5 .  Theme of relationship between Chris tianity . and the Celtic Wes t  in s.everal 
articles � Also a Northern Arthur! modernish winged s erpents , and Paul Smith on Rennea-le-C . 

UFO BRIGANTIA. Mag 0f Wes t  Yorks UFO Res each Group . S ub . £7-50 for 12 ; £5-80 for 6 
monthly is sues . Cheques should bo made payable to WYUFORGe From 84 Elland Road , Brighouse ,  
Wesj; Yorks .. , HD 6  2:QR . 

No�. Fas cinating pos sibility of pterodactyl from Devil ' s  Punchbowl area of Shipley 
Glen with UFO and hooded figures ramifications o Also  multiple witnes s sighting near Leeds 

· in June , 1985 . lain Johns tone begins an article on the s ource of UFOs ( cont . 10) . Green 
humanoid bedroom · encounter report . No o 1C . Part 2 ( from 8) of a correlation-between 
U! O  activity and Yorkshire Ripper murdEirS which I feel enti;ely spurious ( c·ont • . 11 & 12 ) .  
S ix-month ·cas es regis ter . No e 11 o D owsing experiments at UFO-related site s se�ingly 
prove· positive of s omething and it is s aid that where earth had been s corched. plant life 
:c�:,fus e(1 to grow ( or at others became particularly luxuriant) o Angels of Mons and UFO 
ex]erience . No . 12 Iain Johnstone begins a series on alien intelligences and ponders their 

· . LP. -'cure . Is sues include recommended reading lis ts , cartoon s trips , skywai;;ch repofts ," · cases 
rr1uer inves tigation . No . 17 . Under new management with Andy Roberts as new editor . Paul 
Eennett writes on s trange expeiences on Arran . Part 1 of an in-depth report on a Lincs . 
<..;cas t case . Iain Johns tone compares Fiftien SF with ufological happenings , Nig

.
el Watson x 

looks at  S linderland Family an� Jirumy Goddard at Tony Wedd and STAR Fellowship, while 
· :;:· a:-ren Chanter ·resurrects .the · Mantell incident .- . · · 
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